existing mining claims in Wrangell-St. Elias have been identified as existing threats to the site's values; however, their impact is low. Climate change represents the most significant existing and potential threat to the site's values.
Effects of climate change include retreat of glaciers and melting of permafrost soils, ocean acidification.
Overall PROTECTION and MANAGEMENT

Mostly Effective
Protection and management of individual component protected areas that make up this serial transboundary site are highly effective. However, the absence of a management body for the entire World Heritage site is of some concern. The influence of glaciation at a landscape level has led to a similarly broad range of stages in ecological succession related to the dynamic movements of glaciers. Subtly different glacial environments and landforms have been 
Potential Threats High Threat
Climate change represents the most significant potential threat to the site's values. Effects of climate change include retreat of glaciers and melting of permafrost soils, ocean acidification. 
Chemical changes in oceanic waters
Management effectiveness ▶ Some Concern
Management of the individual component protected areas appears effective; however, the absence of an overarching management body for the entire World Heritage site is of some concern.
Implementation of Committee decisions and recommendations ▶ Highly Effective
No recent Committee Decisions
Boundaries
▶ Highly Effective
The site has been significantly enlarged through a number of extensions which added new components to it (1992 and 1994 extensions, Decision CONF 002 X.C; Decision CONF 003 XI).
Sustainable finance ▶ Data Deficient
The annual operating budgets of the component protected areas were: 
Staff training and development
▶ Mostly Effective
Training and staff development are mostly effective.
Sustainable use ▶ Mostly Effective
Traditional use of resources continues in some of the components of the site. 
Tourism and interpretation ▶ Mostly Effective
Visitation is increasing at the site but management is effective. 
Research ▶ Mostly Effective
The acquisition of new information is a priority for managers of this site. In addition, ocean acidification is a major concern. Collaborated on research projects addressing impacts of climate change on Glacier Bay system with a number of outside institutions, including ocean acidification, glacier status and trends, hydrologic modeling, and availability of ice habitat for harbor seals. The Kluane Bioblitz will focus on documenting the environment mainly around the south end of Kluane Lake both within and outside of the Kluane National Park and Reserve. There will be opportunities for the general public to participate and find as many species as possible within a short time, and over 47 visiting science experts professionally collecting data. In addition, there will be talks, discussions, and expert-led nature walks about this unique environment. This site requires collaborative research on the long-term impacts of climate change on terrestrial and marine resources. The site would benefit from expanded research and monitoring, a research and monitoring plan that is developed jointly, and results shared annually.
Additional information
Compilation of potential site needs
From: 2018
